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PFAS are Commonly Used Synthetic Chemicals

 Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), 
known as “forever chemicals”, are synthetic 
chemicals that do not occur naturally.
 Used in a wide variety of products.
 There are thousands – only a fraction are 

analysed

https://www.epa.gov/trinationalanalysis/pfas
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Preparing for PFAS regulations requires us to see the circular 
nature of PFAS in the environment.

Michigan EGLE



Focus on Drinking Water, Surface Water, and 
Wastewater



Drinking water rules face potential changes.

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency



EPA Recommended Criteria provide uncertainty into future 
potential surface and wastewater regulatory environment.

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency



Limited domestic wastewater PFAs monitoring across the U.S.

Monitoring of PFAS is already 
occurring in U.S.

• Monitoring is occurring primarily 
within states that have existing 
PFAS surface water regulations

• Very limited PFAS effluent 
limitations for POTWs

States that have POTW NPDES Permits 
with PFAS Monitoring Requirements

Based on May 31, 2024 EPA ECHO database query



Michigan is a leader in monitoring and source reduction for 
industrial users and wastewater.

Michigan Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), 2021. Evaluation of PFAS in 
influent, effluent, and residuals of wastewater treatment plants in Michigan.

 - 2025. Further Evaluation of Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) from Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Influent, Effluent, and Residuals in Michigan.

One of the most robust PFAS 
datasets in the U.S. provides 

insight into PFAS levels in 
wastewater.



Focus on Biosolids



Biosolids only have so many disposal and use options.

Land applying biosolids 
has many benefits 
beyond its application as 
a disposal option, such 
as improving soil health 
and serving as fertilizer.

USEPA, https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
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Draft EPA Biosolids Risk Assessment

 Two different Risk 
Assessments being completed 
by EPA regarding PFAS

2

 The EPA Draft Risk Assessment is 
guidance that applies to people 
living and subsisting on farms 
with biosolids application.
 Raises uncertainty about 

biosolids and recommended 
disposal option(s).

USEPA, https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/draft-sewage-sludge-risk-assessment-pfoa-pfos.pdf


During recent Texas legislative sessions, PFAS biosolids-related 
bills have been introduced, but none have passed.



Biosolids legislation has been piecemeal on a state-by-state 
basis.



Focus on Progress and Solutions



The future is certainly uncertain – So, what can we do now?

Understand data

Reduce sources

Collaborate with industry groups

Understand future options



Source identification and reduction studies can help answer 
your utility’s PFAS questions.

 Surveying industrial and commercial 
users
 Sampling potential sources
 Identifying potential reductions
 Incentivizing reductions



Planning a roadmap for your utility can help you understand 
where you are headed.

Develop and implement 
sampling plan

Collect and analyze 
drinking water

Greater than 
MCL?

Conduct source 
identification 
sampling

Watershed/aquifer 
characterization study

Source 
reduction 
initiatives

YES

NO

Roadmap project planning is 
beneficial for identifying 
actions and planning for future 
rulemaking and decision-
making.



The PFAS funnel

Rules and Regulations

Manufactured PFAS
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