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NOTICE OF THE MEETING OF THE
CLEARWATER UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
December 13, 2023

Notice is hereby given that the above-named Board will hold a Workshop and Board meeting on Wednesday,
December 13, 2023, beginning at 1:30 p.n., in the Sirena Room at Tenroc Ranch located at 5471 Thomas Arnold Rd.,

Salado, Texas 76571. The following items of business will be discussed'.

Board Meeting:

1. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Public comment.2

3. Approve minutes of the November 8, 2023, Board meeting.

4. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to formally receive a petition for annexation from the

Aquifer Conservation Alliance in Western Williamson County, and set forth the prescribed public hearings,

Continue the preliminary portion of the Public Hearing on the following permit applications:

a.) Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, on an application submitted by Dr. Gretchen Miller,

Ph.D., PE, PG, on behalf of Mr. James Kerby, Jaffe Interests LP (Mustang Springs Development), for two drilling

permits for two proposed new public water supply wells to be completed in the Lower Trinity Aquifer (Hosston

Layer), with a maximum 4-inch column pipe on a 1,106-acre housing development located on the north side of FM-

2843 approximately 6 miles west of the Village of Salado in the Stillhouse Hollow Management Zone. No

groundwater production will be authorized with these drilling permits.

6. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to accept the monthly Financial Report for November
(FY24) as presented.

7. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to accept the monthly Investment Fund account report
for November (FY24) as presented.

8. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to approve the FY24 line-item budget amendments as
requested.

9. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to set the calendar dates for 2024,

10. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to approve CUWCD staffing position description.

11. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to approve office re-configuration cost.

12. General Manager’s Report concerning office management and staffing related to District Management Plan?,

13. Receive monthly reports and possible consideration and Board action on the following?:

a) Drought Status Reports, b) Education Outreach Update, c) Monitoring Wells, d) Rainfall Report, €) Well
Registration Update, f) Aquifer Status Report & Non-Exempt Monthly Well Production Reports

14. Director comments and reports.

15. Discuss agenda items for the next meeting.

16. Set time and place for the next meeting.

17. Adjourn.

L

Workshop:
1. Receive updates related to GMAS DFC determination, per TWC section 36.108, and plans for the next round.

2. Receive presentation related to the CUWCD Groundwater Management Model.
3. Receive information related to the TAGD’s GCD Boot Camp: “Aquifer Science” on January 30, 2024, in Round

Rock, Texas.
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! During the meeting, the Board reserves the nght to go into executive session for any of the purposes authorized under Chapter 551 of the Texas Government
Code, for any item on the above agenda, or as otherwise authorized by law.

? Please limit comments to 3 minutes. The Board is not allowed to take action on any subject presented that is not on the agenda, nor is the Board required to
provide a resp , any sub ive d and action by the Board will be conducted under a specific item on a future agenda.

? No formal action will be taken by the Board on these agenda items These items are on the agenda to provide CUWCD’s staff, Stakeholder Commuttees, and
Directors with an opportunity to bring to the public and each other’s attention important activities and issues perti to the of g dwater within
the District, including, but not limited to, current events in the District involving groundwater, wells, or CUWCD permittees, state or regional developments
related to water management, and activitics of the staff, and D s. Sub ive deliberation and formal action on any of these issues will be conducted

pursuant 1o a specific item on a future agenda
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Clearwater Underground Water Conservation District Meeting

700 Kennedy Court

Belton, TX

Minutes

Wednesday, November 8, 2023

The Clearwater Underground Water Conservation District (CUWCD) held a Workshop and Board meeting at 1:30
p-m. on Wednesday, November 8, 2023, at the Clearwater UWCD Building at 700 Kennedy Court, Belton, Texas.

Board Members Present:

Leland Gersbach, President, Pct 1
Gary Young, Secretary, Pct 2

Jody Williams, Vice President, Pct 3
Scott Brooks, Director, Pct 4

James Brown, Director, At-Large

Guests

Janice Morin

Preston Siple

Jessica Diem (Rep. Brad Buckley)
Mike Keester — RW Harden
Aaron Crane

James Bishop

Phil Stacy

John Asbury

Jeffri King

Tere Grace

Lafonda Brown - MWSC
Stephanie Ritter

Ransom Jones

Daniel McBurney

Eric Allmon

Tom Curb

Austin Ruiz

James Hering

Tim Fleischer - Salado Village Voice
Bert Henry

Absent:

James Morin

Barbara McBurney
Russell Coufal - MWSC
Gretchen Miller — Collier
Aaron Gresmer

Lynda Bean

Ron Lusk

Edwin Bailey III

John King

Liz Ferry — RW Harden
Dewitt Mayfield - MWSC
Sharon Higgins

Gail Hutcherson

Mike Cornett

Cheryl Walter Monteith
Nancy Curb

Tammy Lawler

Jason Walrath

Nancy Mills Mackey

Staff:
Dirk Aaron, General Manager
Shelly Chapman, Admin. Manager

Un Suk Siple

Edgar McBurney

John Bockhold - MWSC
Janet Kennedy

Deborah Fieber

Richard Bean

Cole Ruiz - Lloyd Gosselink, Attorney
Edwin Bailey

Bill Grace

Rebecca Miller - MWSC
Damon Boniface - MWSC
Phillip Higgins

Sara Fox

Samantha Fisher

Sandra Blankenship - WCIDI
Kim Walker

Ben Lawler

Dave Musser

James Kerby

Bill Schumann-Bell County Commissioner

Board meeting convened with President, Leland Gersbach, at 1:32 p.m.

1. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
Director, Jody Williams, gave the invocation.
Secretary, Gary Young, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

2.  Public Comment.
None

3. Approve minutes of the October 11, 2023, Board meeting.
Board members received the minutes of the October 11, 2023, Board meeting and workshop in their Board
packet to review prior to the meeting.

Secretary, Gary Young, moved to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2023, Board meeting and
Workshop as presented. Director, Jim Brown, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

4.  Hold Public Hearing on the following permit applications:



a.) Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, on an application submitted by Damon
Boniface, General Manager for Moffat Water Supply Corporation, on behalf of Moffat Water Supply
Corporation, for an additional amount of 51.4 acre-feet per year or 16,748,741 gallons per year from their
two well aggregate system producing from the Hosston Layer of the Trinity Aquifer in the Belton Lake
Management Zone.

President, Leland Gersbach opened the public hearing at 1:35 p.m. and gave a summary of the application
to be considered and a brief explanation of the procedural issues. He confirmed a quorum of the Board was
in attendance to participate in the ruling of the application. Leland stated that the permit application had
undergone administrative and technical review by District staff, consultants, and legal counsel.

Leland reviewed the procedures that would apply to the hearing and noted the meeting had been properly
noticed.

Leland stated anyone wishing to participate in the hearing, in support or protest, would need to sign up to
speak and should do so while he addressed other procedural issues.

As presiding officer, Leland will take evidence and sworn testimony, and rule on any procedural issues.

Leland noted that the Board would hear testimony and deliberate on the application for an amendment to the
existing operating permit submitted by Damon Boniface - MWSC. Leland will hear testimony from Damon
Boniface (applicant), Elizabeth Ferry (MWSC geoscience consultant), and Dirk Aaron (General Manager -
CUWCD). Leland noted that James Beach would not be in attendance but submitted his report/analysis to
Dirk prior to the hearing.

Leland invited anyone wishing to make a public comment or protest the application to speak up. There were
no public comments or protestants.

Leland administered an oath to all parties (Dirk Aaron — District GM, Damon Boniface - MWSC, Russel
Coufal - MWSC, John Bockhold - MWSC, Rebecca Miller - MWSC, Lafonda Brown — MWSC, Dewitt
Mayfield - MWSC, Elzabeth Ferry — RW Harden, and Cole Ruiz — Lloyd Gosselink, Attorney).

Damon Boniface laid out the application and needs related to the request for an amendment to MWSC's
existing operating permit for an additional 51.4 acre-feet per year. Elizabeth Ferry presented her
hydrogeologic assessment on behalf of MWSC.

The district’s hydrogeologist, James Beach, was not available. Leland asked Dirk if he was comfortable with
James’ assessment submitted prior to the meeting. Dirk replied yes.

Dirk gave a general explanation of the application for an amendment to the existing permit. He laid out the
legal elements and presented his executive summary and recommendations. Dirk recommended the Board
approve the request with special provisions to include the use of monitoring equipment from Eno-Scientific.

Leland addressed the applicant with questions about his understanding related to the proposed application
and the special provisions agreed upon. Damon replied that he understood all special provisions and
requirements as discussed and agreed to.

Leland gave the Board an opportunity to ask any additional questions they might have concerning the
application. Hearing none, Leland invited the applicant an opportunity for rebuttal. He had none.

Leland concluded the discussion on the application. Seeing that all parties had an opportunity to make their
cases, Leland asked if any parties were interested in submitting additional evidence. There was none.

Leland concluded the evidentiary portion of the application at 2:18 p.m.

Leland asked for a motion to grant or deny the amendment in full based on Dirk’s recommendations that the
District purchase and install the Eno-Scientific 700 for continuous monitoring of the wells.

Director, Scott Brooks, moved to grant the applicant's request for an amendment of 51.4 ac-ft/year from the
Hosston layer of the Trinity aquifer with special provisions as agreed upon. Vice President, Jody Williams,
seconded the motion.



Motion carried 5-0.

b.) Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, on an application submitted by Dr.
Gretchen Miller, Ph.D., PE, PG, on behalf of Mr. James Kerby, Jaffe Interests LP (Mustang Springs
Development), for two drilling permits for two proposed new public water supply wells to be completed
in the Lower Trinity Aquifer (Hosston Layer), with a maximum 4-inch column pipe on a 1,106-acre
housing development located on the north side of FM-2843 approximately 6 miles west of the Village of
Salado in the Stillhouse Hollow Management Zone. No groundwater production will be authorized with
these drilling permits.

President, Leland Gersbach opened the public hearing at 2:30 p.m. He confirmed a quorum of the Board was
in attendance to participate in the ruling of the application. He gave a summary of the application to be
considered and noted that the application is for 2 drilling permits only. No groundwater production will be
authorized with these drilling permits today.

Leland reviewed the procedures that would apply to the hearing and noted the meeting had been properly
noticed.

Leland stated anyone wishing to participate in the hearing, in support or protest, would need to sign up to
speak and should do so while he addressed other procedural issues.

As presiding officer, Leland will take evidence and sworn testimony, and rule on any procedural issues.
Leland stated that the permit application had undergone administrative, legal, and technical review by
District staff, geoscience consultants, and legal counsel.

The Board will offer an opportunity for members of the public wishing to speak in support of or against the
drilling application to provide such public comments.

Leland stated that these individuals may or may not qualify as affected parties or what is known as parties
to the case. This opportunity for public comment will be afforded specifically for those members of the
public seeking to offer public comment, but not wanting to request a contested hearing under District Rule
6.10.8., and/or not qualifying as an affected party.

Leland informed the group that the district has received requests for a contested case hearing prior to today’s
hearing in writing, and if we receive any additional requests by a person appearing today before the Board,
the Board will enter a preliminary phase of the contested case hearing in order to determine the following:
(a) whether the hearing request meets the requirements of Rules 6.10.9 and 6.10.12;
(b) whether the person requesting the hearing qualifies as an affected person with a personal
justiciable interest; and
(c) whether it is appropriate to deem the hearing a contested case hearing.

Leland commented that a final decision on the applications is not required today but may be made today if
he closes the evidentiary portion of the hearing; or no later than 60 days at the conclusion of this hearing.
The final decision will involve the Board acting on the application by either denying the permit application,
granting the permit application as requested, or granting the permit application in part, or partial and, if
granted, the issuance of an operating permit is possible with any special provisions, which may be agreed
upon by the applicant and the Board.

Leland asked legal counsel, Cole Ruiz, to help facilitate whether protestants have standing to be a party to
this case. Cole commented that there is a large number of protestants and requested the public be respectful
and have patience as he works through the process.

Cole asked if there was anyone wanting to make a general public comment but not interested in being a party
to the case.

John Asbury signed up for public comment. He stated that he has no conflict of interest. He did some research
after reading the application. He presented his comments, concerns, and suggestions, then left the hearing
(as noted by Dirk).



No other general public comments were received.

Cole explained the criteria for those seeking standing in the case. He addressed each registration submitted.
There were 69 applications for standing received. Of those 69, 33 registrants were in attendance and 36 were
absent. 30 of the registrants in attendance received standing and 3 were denied standing. The 36 absent
registrants did not receive standing. These registrants did not understand that attendance was necessary to
establish standing. Therefore, the 36 registrants not in attendance will be afforded an opportunity to establish
standing at the December 13™ Board meeting. Staff will notify the registrants not in attendance. Notification
will consist of certified mail, email, and phone calls by the General Manager.

A request for continuance and discovery was submitted by attorney, Eric Allmon. Cole addressed comments
and concerns related to the request.

Additional comments and concerns were made by those denied standing. Those comments were addressed
by legal counsel and hydrogeologic consultant Mike Keester —- RW Harden & Associates.

Cole offered the permit applicant an opportunity to comment on the application. They stated that they would
appear and make comments at the future evidentiary phase of the hearing.

Leland requested the Board continue the preliminary phase of the hearing on December 13™ to allow those
absent to appear for the purpose of establishing standing.

The evidentiary phase will not be conducted at the December meeting.

Public hearing paused at 4:23.

Entered into Executive Session with Legal Counsel for debriefing at 4:43 p.m.

Executive Session closed and Regular Board meeting reconvened at 5:07 p.m.

5.

Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to accept the monthly Financial Report for
October 2023 (FY23) as presented.

Board members received the monthly financial report for October 2023 in their Board packet to review prior
to the meeting.

Secretary, Gary Young, moved to accept the October 2023 financial report as presented. Director, Jim
Brown, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to accept the monthly Investment Fund account
report for October 2023 (FY23) as presented.

Board members received the monthly investment Fund account report for October 2023 in their Board packet
to review prior to the meeting.

Director, Scott Brooks, moved to accept the monthly Investment Fund account report for October 2023 as
presented. Vice President, Jody Williams, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to approve final FY23 line-item budget
amendments as requested.

Shelly presented the budget line-item amendments as follows:
1. Payroll - adjustments due to “rounding” numbers.
2. Permit Review — Geoscience invoice from RW Harden
3. GMABS reimbursement to NTGCD for work by INTERA — (Final invoice arrived last week.)
4. In-house adjustments as presented below.



. Invoice Available | Amount New Available -

R — Line Item A mount Funds |Requested| Balance From Funds e
RW Harden |53731-Pemntit rev - Geo $2290.00 | $1,783.74 $506.26 $0.00 |53732-Pemit review - Legal| $10571.00 $10064.74
NTGCD 50605-GMA *8-T ech Review $3,487.06 $0.00 $1,575.81 $0.00 50610-GMA 8-Admin $1575.81 $0.00

$1,911.25 $0.00 53105.4 GAM Calibration 35,538.80 $3,627.55
In-house Adj |52075-Field Tech 30.01 $0.00 $0.01 $0.00 52055-Pavroll exp $1.05 $1.04
40010 BellCAD Current Year Tax -$30,532.13

BelCAD Deliquent Tax  -$2900.86
(uncollected taxes) -$33,432.99

Adjust line item S3760-Rese1ves for uncollected taxes - AMEND budget from $20,000 to $33,432.99
53760 - Reserves for uncollected tax (orignalbuc  $20,000.00

50250

(adjustment for uncollected taxe: -$33.43299
(return to contingency fund) -$13,432.99

Current contingency fund ~ $13316.45
Return to contingency fund  -$13.43299
Adjsted contingency fund  -$116.54

Shelly explained these amendments, if approved, would allow her to officially close FY23 books.

Vice President, Jody Williams, moved to accept the final FY23 line-item budget amendments as requested.
Secretary, Gary Young, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

8. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to close out the FY2023 budget year as
presented.

Dirk and Shelly presented the final numbers for the close out of the FY2023 budget year as follows:
Original Budget set for FY23 $ 879,078.00 (projected income and expenses — page 1)

The following describes the year-end closeout for FY23

Actual income: $ 862,675.25 (Tax Revenue, Permit Fees, and Delinquent Taxes Collected — pg 1)
Other income - Reserves (ASR-wCID#1) $ 50,000.00 (page 5)

Adjusted Income: $912,675.25

Total Expenses: $ 835,973.51(page 4)

Gross Return to Fund Balance:  $76,701.74 (page 5)
Less Reserve funds (ASR-WCID1): $_50,000.00 (page 5)

Net Return to Fund Balance: $ 26,701.74 (page 4)

Director, Jim Brown, moved to accept the FY2023 budget year close out as presented. Director, Scott
Brooks, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

9. Discuss, consider, and take appropriate action, if necessary, to approve the FY24 line-item budget
amendments as requested.

Dirk presented the request for a line-item budget amendment for the cost share of the Bell County Museum
storage and meeting room facility that the district will utilize for future Board meetings. The funds will be
moved from the district’s reserve funds.



k N Invoice Available { Amount New Available .
Vendor Line Item Amount Funds |Requested| Balance From Funds New Balaace
Bell County $50,000.00 Reserve Funds

Vice President, Jody Williams, moved to approve the FY24 line-item budget amendment as presented.
Director, Scott Brooks, seconded the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.

10. General Manager’s report concerning office management and staffing related to District Management Plan.
+ Dirk discussed the new staff position and will be working on a job description.
« Dirk presented ideas about reconfiguring the Board room to better fit the needs of staff.
« Dirk updated the Board on the recent theft of district magnetic signs from the truck and suspicious
activity around the building. Police were notified.

11. Review monthly report and possible consideration and Board action on the following:
a) Drought Status Reports
b) Education Outreach Update
¢) Monitoring Wells
d) Rainfall Reports
e) Well Registration Update
J) Aquifer Status Report & Non-exempt Monthly Well Production Reports

(Copies of the Monthly Staff Reports were given to the Board Members to review. No action is required.
Information items only.)

12. Director’s comments and reports.

e Leland Gersbach: None

e Jody Williams: None

e Gary Young: Gary appreciated all the work by Dirk, staff, and consultants related to the Mustang
Springs application.
Scott Brooks: None

James Brown: None

13. Discuss agenda items for the next meeting.
e Mustang Springs — Preliminary hearing continuation
e Job description for new staff member will be discussed in workshop
e ACA petition

14. Set the time and place of the next meeting.
Wednesday, December 13, 2023, 1:30 p.m. (Iocation TBD)

15. Adjourn.

Board meeting closed and Workshop convened with President, Leland Gersbach, at 5:41 p.m.

Workshop Item #1: Receive updates related to GMA8 DFC determination, per TWC section 36.108, and plans for

the next round.
Dirk briefed the Board on the latest updates related to the GMA8 DFC determination and plans moving forward.

Workshop Item #2: Receive updates related to the 2023 Bell County Water Symposium.
Shelly commented that there were 265 in attendance. That is the largest turnout the district has had. More than
300 registered in advance. Dirk gave a rundown of the day and noted a lot of positive feedback.

Workshop Item #3: Receive update related to current drought conditions.
Dirk gave a brief update on current drought conditions.




Workshop Item #4: Receive update on aquifer status reports.
Dirk gave a brief update on the aquifer status reports.

Workshop closed with President, Leland Gersbach, at 5:50 p.m.

Leland Gersbach, President

ATTEST:

Gary Young, Secretary or
Dirk Aaron, Assistant Secretary
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{ TEXAS ALLIANCE OF
= GROUNOWATER DISTRICTS

Add to my calendar

Boot Camp: Aquifer Science

When 30 Jan 2024
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Location Embassy Suites by
Hilton Round Rock

Registration

¢« TAGD Member Registration for
Boot Camp: Aquifer Science -
$75.00

Register
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Q
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AQUIFER SCIENCE

0

TAGD is pleased to present another training in the GCD Boot Camp series. Join us the morning of
January 30 for everything that district staff and board members need to know about aquifer science!

Speakers:

s Gretchen Miller, Ph.D., P.E., Collier Consulting
¢ Brian Hunt, Research Scientist, UT Bureau of Economic Geology

Here is what you can expect:

= Basic hydrogeology concepts
¢ Understanding the aquifers of Texas and aquifer characteristics
« Practical application and challenges of hydrogeology in groundwater management

The cost of this training is $75 per person.

Click HERE to reserve a room in the TAGD block at the Embassy Suites in Round Rock. The room
block will close on January 8 or when filled.

This registration form is for the GCD Boot Camp ONLY. The business meeting (separate
registration) will begin after the boot camp has concluded. Click here to register for the Winter
2024 Regular Business Meeting.

Any other questions after reading through these details? Contact Annick Maddox at
annick@texasgroundwater.org or 512-596-3101.
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CUWCD Legal Analysis
Lloyd Gosselink Attorneys at Law




» Petition must be signed by:
» A majority of the landowners in the proposed territory to be annexed,
> At least 50 landowners if the number of landowners is more than 50, OR

»the commissioners court of the county in which the area is located if the area
is identified as a priority groundwater management area or includes the
entire county.

»Petition must describe the land by legal description or by metes and
bounds or by lot and block number if there is a recorded plat of the
area to be included.

(Clearwater, Lloyd

& Gosselink
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> After receiving a petitionto - < | 5 B\ oA\
annex territory, the Board s A | -Clearwater UWCD
must: e )\ : .

Boundaries .~ -

»Order at least two public g ;
hearings, and set the time and
for both: one in Bell County,
and one in the proposed
annexation territory.

> If after the hearings, the Board
believes the proFosed
annexation would benefit the
District, the Board may add the
territory by resolution.

» |f the Board adds the territory [ "
by resolution, it must call for a ey, ot \ L
ratification election. i) ) i i T P

! Proposed Annexation
eeceoTerritory| "1
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(_'_Clearwater‘

»Annexation is not final until » Elections may only be held on uniform

ratified by a majority vote of election dates. The next uniform

the voters in the territory to election date is first Tuesday, May 6,

be added. An election in the 2023.

existing District accept the »The amount of the tax included in the

addition of the land is not proposition shall be the maximum

required. amount that the district is authorized
»Ballot must indicate the to levy (.05 cents per $100 valuation).

property tax rate proposed for »The Board’s current tax rate is

the territory. ~0.002708 cents/$100 valuation or

$2.71/yr for a $100,000 home

Lloyd :
& Gosselink




November 2022:

December 14, 2022:

January 2023:

February 17, 2023:

May 6, 2023

(4(,'/&17‘11‘(1{@1’.

Receive Annexation Petition from Landowners in the proposed annexation area.

Board reviews the petition and sets 2 public hearings as required by Ch. 36.

Board holds 1 public hearing in Bell County, and 1 public hearing in the proposed annexation territory.

At its next meeting, Board adopts annexation resolution and calls for an election to ratify the resolution.

State deadline to call for an election.

Election Day

L loyd

Gosselink




Groundwater Conservation Districts

protecting Investment backed expectatinns

Ch 36 Texas Water Code Sec.
36.0015

* ..to provide for the
conservation, preservation,
protection, recharging, and
prevention of waste of
groundwater, and of
groundwater reservoirs..

Williamson County Water Wells
Drilled between 2003 - 2021 by Area

e .are the state's preferred
method of groundwater
management in order to

protect property rights,
conservation

WATER
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PETTTTION FOR ANNEXATION
TO TIIE

CLEARWATER UNDERGROUND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CLEARWATER
UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT:

COMES NOW, the undersigned individuals (“Petitioners™), and present this Petition for
~ Annexation to the Clearwater Underground Water Conservation District (“Petition”), and in
support thereof would respectfully show the following:
L BACKGROUND & GOVERNING LAW

1. Pursuant to Texas Water Code (“TWC”) § 36.325(a), landowners of a defined area of
territory not already in a groundwater conservation district (“GCD”) may file with any GCD a
petition requesting inclusion in that GCD.
2. The District was created by the 71st Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by the enactment
of House Bill 3172, Act of May 27, 1989. The District’s enabling act is codified in Chapter 8877
of the Special District Local Laws Code.
3. The District is a GCD as defined by TWC § 36.001(1) and Special District Local Laws
Code § 8877.002.
4. TWC § 36.325(b) provides that a petition requesting incluston in a GCD must be signed
by:

i a majority of the landowners in the territory;

il at least 50 landowners if the number of landowners is more than 50; or

Petition for Annexation — Page 1



1l the commissioners court of the county in which the area is located if the
area 1s identified as a priority groundwater management area or includes the
entire county.

5. TWC § 36.325(c) provides that a petition requesting inclusion in a GCD must describe the
land by legal description or by metes and bounds or by lot and block number if there is a recorded
plat of the area to be included in the GCD.

6. TWC § 36.326 provides that a GCD’s board by order shall set the time and place of separate
hearings on a petition to include territory in the GCD, and at least one hearing shall be held in the
existing GCD and one hearing shall be held in the territory to be added.

7. TWC § 36.327 provides that if the GCD’s board finds after the hearings on the petition that
the addition of the land would benefit the GCD and the territory to be added, the board may add
the territory to the GCD by resolution.

8. An election to ratify the annexation must be called pursuant to TWC §§ 36.328 and 36.329
upon the GCD board adding the territory by resolution. The ballot language is set forth in TWC §
36.328 and requires the ballot to list the maximum tax rate that the District is allowed to assess,
even if the GCD’s adopted tax rate is less than the maximum allowed by law. Section 8877.151
of the Special District Local Laws Code states that the maximum tax rate the District may assess
1s five cents ($0.05) per each $100 of assessed property valuation.

9. The District’s tax rate for Fiscal Year 2023 is $0.002708 per each $100 of assessed property
valuation.

10.  TWC § 36.051(a) provides that the number of directors of a GCD may be changed as

determined by the board when territory is annexed by the GCD.
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11.  This Petition meets the statutory criteria for an annexation petition based upon the
following;:

a. Petitioners are landowners of a defined area that is not already within a GCD [TWC §
36.325(a)];

b. Petitioners are comprised of more than 50 landowners [TWC § 36.325(b)(i1)];

c. Petitioners have signed this Petition and provided verified landowner information
attached hereto as Exhibit A, which is incorporated herein for all purposes [TWC §
36.325(b)];

d. Petitioners have attached hereto as Exhibit B a legal description of the territory to be
included in the annexation, which is incorporated herein for all purposes [TWC §
36.325(c)];

12. The ternitory to be added in Exhibit B includes all of the land in the portion of Williamson
County that is west of Interstate Highway 35. This territory is proposed based upon aquifer
characteristics in the western portion of Williamson County and along the Interstate Highway 35
area being similar to those in the District and the majority of water wells and groundwater
production in the county being in the wester portion of Williamson County.

13.  Petitioners submit that that the addition of the territory to the District would benefit both
the District and the territory to be added for numerous reasons, including but not limited to the
following:

a. Common management of the shared resource;

b. The economies of scale in sharing the costs of common management of the resource;
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d

Implementing the District’s existing regulatory system can be accomplished
immediately as opposed to waiting many years for the benefits of groundwater
management in the territory to be added;

The combination of the tax bases of the District and the territory to be added can result
in better and more efficient management of the shared resource; and

The territory to be added can only be represented at Groundwater Management Area 8
(“GMA 8”) if itis in a GCD.

III. CONCLUSION AND REQUEST

14.  Petitioners respectfully request that:

a.

This Petition be accepted for consideration by the District’s Board of Directors and
deemed properly filed with the District;

The District’s Board of Directors conduct hearings on the Petition as provided under
TWC § 36.326;

The District’s Board of Directors find that addition of the territory proposed for
annexation would benefit the District and the territory to be added;

That the District’s Board of Directors approve and memorialize the inclusion of the
territory to be added by resolution and call for an election as provided under TWC §§
36.327 and 36.328; and

That the District’s Board of Directors adopt all other orders, resolutions, acts, and
procedures as necessary to accept and approve this Petition and for the addition of the

territory set forth in Exhibit¢ B into the boundaries of the District.
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EXHIBIT A
PETITIONERS

The undersigned individuals each own real property within the territory proposed to be
added in western Williamson County. The undersigned individuals hereby execute and
submit this Petition for the express purpose of requesting annexation to the Clearwater
Underground Water Conservation District, and each individual signatory certifies and
attests that he/she has the antherity to execute this Petition. The signatures niay be attached
to this Petition in multiple counterparts, each of which is an original signature and together
constitute one and the same instrument for purposes of meeting the requirements of Texas
Water Code § 36.325(b)(ii).
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EXHIBIT A
PETITIONERS

The undersigned individuals each own real property within the territory propuosed to be
added in western Willlamson County. The undersigned individuals hereby execute and
submit this Petition for the express purpose of requesting annexation to the Clearwater
Underground Water Conservation District, and each individual signatory certifies and
attests that he/she has the authority to execute this Petition. The sigmatures may be attached
to this Petition in multiple counterparts, each of which is gn original signature and together
constitute one and the same instrument. for purposes of meeting the requirements of Texas
Water Code § 36.325(b)(ii).
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