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General Information 
Belton Partners, LLC, submitted an application to the Clearwater Underground Water Conservation 
District (CUWCD) on October 14, 2024, for an amendment to an existing Combination Drilling and 
Operating permit to authorize drilling and withdrawal from a new well to produce groundwater for 
public water supply to service a proposed travel center.  

Executive Summary 
Application to Amend Existing  

Combination Drilling & Operating Permit 
N3-24-011P 

 

 
 

Applicant/Owner:     Belton Partners, LLC 
c/o Billy Gamblin, Gamblin Engineering Group, LLC 
on behalf of Nasruddin Mahesania 
24026 Seven Winds 
San Antonio, TX 78528                                             Phone: (512) 203-5049 

Location of Well: 
  
Location description:  12.62-acre tract located at the southeast intersection of IH-35 and Dillard 

Road at 7983 N I-35, Salado, Texas 
 

Latitude 30.9861661º Longitude -97.500833º   
 
Management Zone:      Eastern Management Zone  
 
Proposed Annual 
Withdrawal: 
 
Proposed Production:  
Not-to-exceed 
2.5 ac-ft or 814,628 
gallons/year 
 
Maximum Pumping Rate: 
40-gpm 
 
Column Pipe: 2-inch 
 
Horsepower Rating: TBD 
 

Proposed 
Beneficial Use:  
 
Public Water Supply 
Well to service a 
proposed travel 
center 
 
 
 
 

Source Aquifer: 
 
Lower Trinity 
Aquifer – Hosston 
Layer 
 
 
 
 
 

Nearest Registered & 
Existing Wells:  
   
Well #N3-24-011 P 
has 27 wells within ½ 
mile.  
 
19-Edwards BFZ 
     (Active)  
0-Lower Trinity 
   (Hosston) 
3-Monitoring Wells    

(Inactive)  
2-Alluvial/Other 
2-Unknown 
2-Plugged  
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Well #N2-21-007P associated with the previous Combination Drilling and Operating Permit O-24-
121 was targeted for the Edwards BFZ Aquifer. Billy Gamblin, Gamblin Engineering Group, LLC, 
provided a cover letter stating that the during preliminary drilling operations a test bore was drilled 
and plugged on September 6, 2024, by Lovelace Drilling, which estimated potential yield from the 
Edwards BFZ Aquifer to be less than 5 gallons/minute.  
 
To obtain the desired yield, a new well (N3-24-011P) will be completed in the Lower Trinity Aquifer, 
equipped with a maximum 2-inch column pipe. This permit amendment will authorize withdrawal in 
a proposed annual quantity not-to-exceed 2.5 acre-feet or 814,628 gallons per year, at a maximum 
pumping rate of 40 gallons per minute. The well will be located in the Eastern Management Zone 
described in District Rule 7.1, on a 12.62-acre tract of land at 7983 N I-35, Salado, Texas, Latitude 
30.9861661º/Longitude -97.500833º.  
 
This property lies within the City of Belton CCN #11133 (Certificate of Convenience and Necessity) 
and the applicant indicates that public water will not be provided to this property. Per city ordinance, 
the City of Belton requires final approval of groundwater production within the city limits. The City 
of Belton has approved the use of a well stating that the public water supply infrastructure is not in 
place along that segment of IH35. 
 
Well #N3-24-011P will be considered a Non-Exempt Well, Classification 3 (N3).  All N3 wells are 
required to have a meter and report monthly production. To ensure compliance and conservation, 
special provisions may be discussed with the Board should the permit be approved. The permit will 
be renewed annually by staff, unless the applicant’s designated use changes, if the applicant fails to 
report monthly use, or if the condition of the well deteriorates and aquifer conditions change.   
 
CUWCD consulting hydrogeologist, Mike Keester, KT Groundwater, has reviewed the application 
and conducted the required drawdown analysis per District rules based on the proposed production in 
the application. The applicant is required to pursue a permit with TCEQ for a Public Water Supply 
well. Additional data will be gathered by the District per TCEQ requirement of an aquifer pumping 
test. Billy Gamblin, Gamblin Engineering, will testify on behalf of the applicant. 
 
Per Rules 6.9 and 6.10  
In deciding whether or not to issue a permit, the Board must consider the following: 
 
1) Does the application contain all the information requested, is the application accurate? 

Does it meet spacing and production limitations identified by District Rules, and does it 
conform to all application requirements which include public notification and 
accompanied by the prescribed fees? TWC 36.116(a)(1), TWC 36.113(d)(1), Rule 
6.9.1(a)(b)(1)(2), Rule 6.9.2(a)-(f), Rule 6.10.24(a)(b), and Rule 9.5.1-2. 
 
The application has been deemed administratively complete and the requested information 
necessary to proceed is as follows:  

• The existing well meets the tract size requirements associated with District Rule 9.5.2.   
• The application fee of $465.00 for the Combination Drilling & Operating Permit has 

been received.  
• The applicant and their representative have conducted all notification requirements in 

a proper manner per District Rules. 
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2) Is the proposed use of water dedicated to a beneficial use? (TWC 36.113(d)(3), District 

Rule 6.10.24(d), and District Rule 9.5.2 authority to serve as a public water supply per 
PUC and TCEQ requirements. 
 
The proposed well will produce groundwater for a TCEQ-approved public water supply system 
to service a proposed Travel Center which will provide fuel and convenience shopping services 
to the general public. The applicant states that groundwater will be used for public restroom 
washing facilities and restaurant kitchen utilization therefore TCEQ permitting will be 
required.  
 
The applicants’ consultant is pursuing the appropriate approval from TCEQ which requires 
well drilling approval from the GCD to be documented prior to issuing the TCEQ Approval to 
Construct drilling permit. The applicant is unable to begin any drilling until this approval is 
obtained from TCEQ. 
 

3) Has the applicant agreed to avoid waste and achieve water conservation? (TWC 
36.113(d)(6) and Rule 6.10.24(f) 
 
The applicant should testify that by signing the application form, they understand, per District 
Rule 6.10.24(f), that they will comply with the District’s Management Plan and District Rules, 
effective October 11, 2023.  

 
4) Has the applicant agreed that reasonable diligence will be used to protect groundwater 

quality and that the applicant will follow well plugging guidelines at the time of well 
closure? (TWC 36.113(d)(7) and Rule 6.10.24(g)) and Rule 9.3.  
 
The well should be completed in a manner that protects and prevents comingling of the 
overlying formations of the Hosston. In addition, during construction and completion of the 
well, all measures will be taken to protect the Edwards BFZ aquifer.  
 
The applicant should testify that by signing the application form, they understand if the well 
deteriorates over time or becomes damaged in such a way that the well is inoperable, state law 
and District rules require such a well to be plugged before a replacement well can be drilled.  
 

5) Will the proposed water well comply with the spacing and production limitations 
identified in our rules? (TWC 36.116(a)(1-2), TWC 36.116(c)&(d) and Rule 6.10.24(b)), 
Rule 7.1 and Rule 9.5.2. 

  
The proposed well is located in the Eastern Management Zone described in District Rule 7.1 
and will have a maximum column pipe size not to exceed 2-inches as declared in the 
application. Based on this column pipe size, a minimum size tract of 10-acres is required, with 
a 660-foot spacing requirement from other wells.  
 
Per District Rule 9.5 Spacing Requirements, the well must be located 75-feet from the property 
line which is met by the proposed location of the well. However, Texas Commission of 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) approval will require a 150-foot sanitary control easement.  
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Figure 1 below illustrates the proposed location of the well in relation to plugged well E-03-427P.   
A boarder view illustrated in Figure 2 shows the proposed well location with both a 150-foot and 330-
foot radius map.  

Figure 3 below illustrates 27 registered wells within a ½-mile radius. No other wells are in the Lower 
Trinity – Hosston Layer.  
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More specifically these issues are considered in Items 6 & 7 below and with staff recommendations 
to address potential concerns of adjacent property owners and well owners within the potential radius 
of influence from future production. 
 
6) Will the proposed use of water unreasonably affect existing groundwater and surface 

water resources or existing permit holders?  
 
 Based on our best available information, Well #N3-24-011P has 27 wells within ½ mile.  

19-Edwards BFZ (Active)  
3-Monitoring Wells (Inactive)  
2-Alluvial/Other 
2-Unknown 
2-Plugged  

 
Mike Keester, KT Groundwater, has reviewed the application, determined the anticipated 
drawdown, and provided the attached MK report. 

 
Keester states in his conclusions and recommendations the following:  

“ With no other Lower Trinity Aquifer wells in the area, water-level monitoring will 
aid in understanding the local aquifer conditions near the boundary of the 
management zone. Upon setting the pump in the well, we recommend the applicant 
install a measuring tube to assess actual changes in water levels due to pumping from 
the well and regional water level declines. As discussed regarding the approved 
Edwards (BFZ) Aquifer well, since the well will be for public water supply, we 
recommend the District coordinate with Mr. Gamblin regarding the pumping test to 
assist in collecting aquifer hydrogeologic data. We also recommend the Board 
require a copy of the interim approval submittal to TCEQ for the well, which is 
similar to the well completion report for larger wells, be provided to CUWCD.”  

 
Additionally, the District, to the extent possible, must issue permits up to the point the total 
volume of exempt and permitted groundwater production will achieve the applicable Desired 
Future Condition (DFC) per TWC 36.1132(a)(b) and Rule 6.10.25(a)(b)(c)(d)(e). 

 
7) Is the proposed use of groundwater consistent with the District’s Groundwater Water 

Management Plan related to the approved DFC and the defined available groundwater 
for permitting? 

 
The District’s current Groundwater Management Plan reflects a groundwater availability 
figure in the Lower Trinity Aquifer of 7,900 ac-ft/year Modeled Available Groundwater 
(minus the reserve 178 ac-ft/year for exempt well use) therefore 7,722 ac-ft/year is the 
Managed Available Groundwater for permitting.  
  
The Board, per the District Management Plan, has evaluated groundwater available for 
permitting the Lower Trinity Aquifer and evaluated the available groundwater for permitting 
(consistent with the current management plan). 
 



Executive Summary: Belton Partners, LLC Application - N3-24-011P Page 6 
 

The requested permit amount relative to the current modeled available groundwater MAG 
determined by the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) based on the desired future 
conditions (DFCs) established by the District for the Lower Trinity Aquifer was set by 
CUWCD based on 330-ft of drawdown over 60-years. To achieve this DFC, the TWDB used 
a model that indicated the MAG was equal to 7,900 acre-feet/year from the Lower Trinity. 
 
HEUP & OP Permit Analysis and Exempt Well Reservations for the Lower Trinity, per District 
Report, illustrates current Lower Trinity Aquifer permits total 4,684.39 ac-ft/year. Currently, 
the District has pending permits of 1,146.60 ac-ft/year, thus available for permitting is only 
2,069.01 acre-feet/year. See attached Lower Trinity Aquifer Status Report, October 9, 2024. 
 

8)  What are the Modeled Available Groundwater calculations determined by the Executive 
Administrator of the Texas Water Development Board? 

 
Refer to #7 above. The modeled available groundwater will not be exceeded by granting this 
permit. See attached Lower Trinity Aquifer Status Report, August 14, 2024.  
  

9) What has the Executive Administrator of the Texas Water Development Board’s 
estimate of the current and projected amount of groundwater produced under the 
exemptions in District Rule 6.3? 

 
Refer to #7 above. Reservation of Modeled available groundwater for exempt well use will not 
be exceeded by granting this permit. See 2023 District Exempt Well Use Summary. 

 
  10) What is the amount of groundwater authorized under permits previously issued 

by the  District? 
 

Refer to #7 above. Reservation of Modeled available groundwater for exempt well use will not 
be exceeded by granting this permit. 178 ac-ft/year is reserved and 60 ac-ft is the total estimated 
exempt well use annually in the Lower Trinity. See 2023 District Exempt Well Use Summary. 

   
 11) What is the reasonable estimate of the amount of groundwater that is produced 

annually under existing non-exempt permits issued by the District?  
 

The total permitted amounts for non-exempt wells in the Lower Trinity Aquifer in 2023 was 
4,560.39 ac-feet/yr. and the actual production in 2023 was 1,860.31 ac-ft/yr (41%) of the 
permitted amount. Figures are based upon monthly production reports submitted to 
Clearwater by the permit holders in 2023. 
 

 12) Yearly precipitation and production patterns. 
 

Clearwater is currently in no drought management stage based on the PDI system (average 
running total annual rainfall). The PDI for the Trinity Aquifer in the District is currently at 
41.651 inches of rain received in the last 365 days (as of 11/14/2024) calculated at 126.22% 
of annual expected rainfall of 33 inches. The Trinity Aquifer permit holders in all of 2023 
used 37.99% of the total permitted amounts in the Aquifer. Permit holders did not exceed 
their total permitted amounts in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023.  
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Conclusions and Recommendations:  
 
1) District GM recommends that the Board approve the Combination Drilling & Operating Permit 

with the special provision requiring a Well Completion Report in addition to the copy of the 
interim approval submittal to TCEQ for the well. 

 
Well Completion Reports under section 6.9.2(e) shall include:  

1) A lithology log based on the cuttings collected during Drilling;  
2) For a new well, chip trays containing samples of the formation cuttings collected during 

Drilling with depth interval for each sample clearly marked;  
3) Geophysical log with the Well name, location, depth, and Drilling fluid properties 

recorded on the log header;  
4) Well completion diagram identifying (as applicable) the open and cased intervals, casing 

and screen type and size, filter pack interval, cement interval, pump and motor (model 
number, pump bowls, horsepower, etc.), pump setting, column pipe type and size, pump 
head, and other pertinent information related to the Well construction;  

5) Pump curve for the final or proposed pump;  
6) Data and analysis from a minimum 24-hour pumping test;  
7) Water quality analysis results from a NELAP certified laboratory; and  
8) Predicted impacts of the proposed production from the Well, which may be provided by 

District staff or the District’s consultants. 
 
2) District GM recommends that the well be equipped with a meter for monthly recording of 

production in accordance with District Rule.  
 
3) District should require the well owner to participate in the Districts continuous water level 

recorder program with a device provided and maintained by the District Staff.   
 
 
Attachments are as follows: 

KT Groundwater Technical Memorandum  11/14/2024 
CUWCD Trinity Aquifer Status Report   10/09/2024 
CUWCD 2023 Exempt Well Estimate of Use Report  12/31/2023 
Applications, Fees, and Notification Affidavits  See Attached 
CUWCD Site Map    See Attached 
Applications, fees, and Notification Affidavit  See Attached 

 


























































































































