
Sarah Rountree Schlessinger
Nov. 15, 2017

GCDs
What they do, why they matter & 
1917 Conservation Amendment



1917 Conservation Amendment

GCD Powers & Responsibilities

Why they matter



Who is TAGD?



What does TAGD do?

ÅEducational and technical training

ÅTracks legislation & agency rulemaking

ÅServes as a resource for districts, the public, 
lawmakers, and state agencies

ÅFacilitates communication among GCDs

ÅCollects data on GCDs
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www.texasgroundwater.org
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ÅLƴ мфмоΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΧ



1904

ÅTexas passed a constitutional amendment that 
allowed the creation of water management 
districts that could accrue debt equal to a 
quarter of the value of the property of the 
district



1917 Conservation Amendment

ÅThe Texas Conservation Districts Amendment 
(Proposition 1) was a legislatively referred 
constitutional amendment

ÅApproved by Texas voters on August 21st, 1917

ÅArticle 16, Section 59 of the Texas Constitution

ÅEnabled the creation of conservation and 
reclamation districts able to accrue unlimited 
debt and levy taxes to finance management



Conservation Amendment 
proclaims:

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
natural resources of this State {lists uses} and 
the preservation and conservation of all such 
natural resources of the State are each and all 
hereby declared public rights and duties; and 
the Legislature shall pass all such laws as may be 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜǘƻέ



How has it impacted us?

ÅCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
management, and its right to use it

ÅAllowed legislature to create laws to regulate 
and tax natural-resource management

ÅtŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ w!Ωǎ ŀƴŘ D/5ǎ





GCD Mandate

Conservation, preservation, protection, 
recharging and prevention of waste of 

groundwater

Rights of Landowners and 
the highest practicable 
level of groundwater 

production
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GCD=Groundwater Conservation Districts

General Statutory Authority             Specific Enabling Legislation



Powers and 
Duties

Participate in Joint Planning & establish a DFC

Develop & adopt a Mgmt Plan

Develop Rules to implement Mgmt Plan & achieve DFC  

Use Chapter 36 Toolbox to determine well spacing, permitting 
structure, production limits on wells, etc. 

Issue permits, register wells, and ensure proper drilling completion



Balancing Act

Conservation, preservation, protection, 
recharging and prevention of waste of 

groundwater

Rights of Landowners and 
the highest practicable 
level of groundwater 

production
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Groundwater Wells

1. Spacing
2. Production 
3. Well 

Completion



Operational Components of a GCD

Well Permitting and 
Enforcement

Regional Planning Research & Science

Public Education Water QualityWell Monitoring






