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My Perspective of the Status of the Pool  

Areas of comment today:

• Groundwater Conservation Districts – most still woefully 

short of funding … for over 70 years since HB 162 in 

1949. 

• Results of HB 1221 effective Jan 2016 – the revision of 

the Seller’s Disclosure Notice.

• The future of our Texas water “pool” is groundwater.

• Water markets do not exist in Texas … yet … ever? 



Groundwater Conservation Districts – most still 

woefully short of funding … for over 70 years 

since HB 162 in 1949. 





Texas Water Journal 

May, 2013, Vol. 4, No. 1 

“Groundwater Conservation District Finance in Texas: 

Results of a Preliminary Study”

By: Charles Porter, PhD 

http://journals.tdl.org/twj/index.php/twj/issue/archive

http://journals.tdl.org/twj/index.php/twj/article/view/6445


SOUTHWEST TRAVIS COUNTY GCD

A GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT CREATED BY THE TEXAS 

LEGISLATURE

https://swtcgcd.com/home-1






DONATIONS 

[NOV 10, 2018 WEBSITE] 

THE SW TRAVIS COUNTY GCD DOES NOT LEVY TAXES AND IS 

PRESENTLY FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED ONLY BY GRANTS AND 

DONATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS. IF YOU 

OR YOUR ORGANIZATION WISHES TO MAKE A DONATION TO 

THE OPERATION OF THIS GCD, PLEASE MAKE OUT YOUR 

CHECK TO SW TRAVIS COUNTY GCD AND MAIL IT TO: 

P.O. BOX 340595

AUSTIN, TX



Results of HB 1221 effective Jan 2016 – the 

revision of the 

Seller’s Disclosure Notice.



2016  323,679

2017  338,136

2018  265,048

-------------------

926,863

House sales in Texas since the statutory 

mandatory Seller’s Disclosure Notice 

added GCD question

Source:  Texas Real Estate Center at Texas A & M University



Completed Legislative Action

Spectrum: Bipartisan Bill

Status: Passed on June 16 2015 - 100% progression

Action: 2015-06-16 - Effective on 1/1/16

Summary:

Relating to seller's disclosures in connection with 

residential real property subject to groundwater regulation.



6. Are you (Seller) aware of any of the following? Write Yes (Y) if you are 

aware, write No (N) if you are not aware.

__ Any portion of the property that is located in a groundwater conservation 

district or a subsidence district.

If the answer to any of the above is yes, explain.  (Attach additional 

sheets if necessary):  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________



What has been the impact of 2015’s HB 1221 – the Seller’s 

Disclosure Notice question on knowledge of GCDs?

• Through September, 2018, at least 2,780,00 buyers/sellers have had 

the opportunity to read the question.

• Add the fact that 87% of homes are sold via MLS, then at least 3 

people in each transaction had the opportunity to read the question or 

3,700,000 folks.

• Add the fact that often there are 2 agents involved the number 

increases to 4,125,000 folks.

• Average 125,000 per month for 10 years or 15,000,000 folks by the 

end of 2025.

At a cost to the State of Texas of … $0.



The future of our Texas water “pool” is 

groundwater.



Water markets do not exist in Texas … yet … ever? 





Dallas Morning News, Sept. 9, 2017. 



Courtesy Southwest Travis County GCD


