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Brazos River Authority Overview

Our Mission
To develop, manage, and protect 

the water resources of the Brazos River basin 

▪ Oldest river authority in Texas

▪ Created by the Texas Legislature in 1929

▪ First entity of its kind in the nation

▪ Self-funded (not appropriated), do not levy 

taxes

▪ 21 member Board appointed by Governor

▪ Territory:

o Extends from the Texas-New Mexico state 

line west of Lubbock to the Gulf of Mexico 

near Freeport

o More than 42,000 square miles 

o All or part of 76 counties
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Hydrologic Extremes – A Texas Constant
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Brazos Watermaster

• Regulates water rights from 

Possum Kingdom Lake to the Gulf

• Priority System – older rights have 

priority over newer rights

• Cannot require BRA to release 

water from reservoir storage

• Can require BRA to release or pass 

inflow through a reservoir
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Mean Daily Discharge, Brazos River near Hempstead  
(April 1, 2018 thru August 31, 2018)

When the streamflow drops to this approximate 
range, downstream senior water rights may begin 
to be impacted.    
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December – February Precip Outlook
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Questions?

www.brazos.org
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